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STAY OR SHOULD WE GO?

Should we

YOoXx rop

On June 23, the UK will vote on whether or not to remain in the European Union. David Nicholls spoke
to professionals in the interiors, design and manufacturing industries to hear how the issue affects them
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i Eats LRSS
Cao-founder, The
New Craftsmen amd
director anﬂprnlr
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Europe s seen as.
the home of gy
and craftsmanship
arcand the worid,
and there's a benefit
i working together
to pramobe that.
Britain has a strong
wosce, but Ehe EL
Criales even greaber
opportunities. A%
The New Craftsmen,
we've just started

& programimie with
the Crafts and Arts
Councils to promote
Brilsh makers
inberrationally over
e neext two years,
and Europe is.a key
market 1or that.
Brexit might create
uncertainty for this,
The Walpole Group
is achive in Brussels
o s such as the
selling of counterfeit
goods online, and
IS usehul Tor £
migrnbers bo lobby as
a whale to stop this.
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TECHHOLOGY
PETER ¥YAN
DER EDLEK
CEQ, John
Cullen Lighting

The European
Coamemission sets
legiskation for
lighting bechnalogy
and has rubed that.
by 2018, all halogen
PG vallage lights.
will b banrsed. That
will drive a kot of LK
and irbernatsonal
Durginess, a5 all
customers will
need to upgrade,
As European
manulacturess, we
can participate in the
Commissicn to form
mew legislation. if
thaesne i & drawback
b beging part of Ehe
EL, It's that it can be
paiinfuly show bo set
riw lagishatian. It can
take years, and this
could be speeded up
il s A oL, But
the technology
indusiry has becoms
global, 5o it doesn’t
Pl Serise ko
isolate yourdeil

"My heart says that
we should leave but my
head is not so sure’

Mark Giabberfas
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Managing Director,

Janine Stomne

For cur interior
design projects,

Wi purchase froem
rmany countries and,
qenerally speaiing,
o See the pace
wilh wiich rade
can take place within
EL nations. In the
event of an ‘out”
result, there are
guestion maris
aboiut whether

Fhid el B more
gificult or i thene
woulkd be more
barriers. We also
héve marey
international clients
wihio are investing in
property in the LS.
Herg b question
will be whether or
Aot Thesy womkd
perceive a Brexit as
SOl Frdiing
the UK a more risky
place to consider

&% & European base.
Wy ndt gt
Switreriand or Monie
Carlo? Whabever the
decEion, it will be
betfer Ehan what
we've had for some
tirre now - Indecision,

HAHUFACTURING
LV AL RA
COHEM

CED, British
Ceramie
Confederation

If we wre OUSiche
the ELL, we'd harve ng:
sary and no influence
ey it hegislative
propasals. Cver half
our exports are sold
byt ELL 18, afber

& possibhe Brewit,

v were fo have a
trading arrangement
Similar o that ol
Morwary, w'd still
have to comply with
EU legislation but
wik P sl Enluenoe,
Recenthy, Chinese
maniufacturers
were ‘Bumping

ta predatory pricing
practice condemned
Iy the World Trade
Orparssation] tiles in
e LB Ao, the UK
gowernment woulidn't
v seen this as
apriority, as thisisa
relatively small UK
inchustrg yed a large
one in the ELL By
collabor ating with
Eurcipe, UK tile
makers were able

b et antFcumping
Larit impoeed,

0 jobrs hunve

been profected,

DESIGH
MARK
GABBRERTAS

Designer

inaway, &'s ahead
versus heart thing.
My Pieart saysthat
weir should bedve but
ry hiead iSnT 50 Sune,
My gt feseling Is that,
fromm a design point
of view, it would be
interesting fior us fo
rediSOover DUl Sense
of identity, insedam
and uniqueness &5

a country. Thesa
things have an
imgact an tha way
we &5 designers go
about olur work. We

. tend to automatically

kock to Eurcpe ag the
place for pur exports
ard lor the mast
impartant trade tairs,
and maybe this has
subronscicushy
produced a sort of
European et retic
rather than a British
one. That said, EL
legisiation offers
Bitbir peol st far
design rights and
mbelliectuad propeariy
and thase laas arg
benafiting British
diesigners, which is
higedy iImporiant

RETAIL
MAGNTS

ENGLUND
Co-founder,
Elandiom

W employ 50
pecpie from 14
countries, and sorm
il them ane worried
aboul what will
happen if Hhe UK
lizarves Ehe ELL We
are nit hiring them
bacuse thiey're
cheaper than British
peaple - many have
archifecture or fine-
arts degress and
use Skandium a3 a
siepping stons info
Phadsae industnes, 'm
Sweadlish, and for over
twvo cecackes v ipeed
i London and paid
millsr intax
breraugh Skardium
and my income tax,

| gt think 've Deen
& burdan on thea
British baxpaner,
Much of what we sell
is imported from EL
couritries, but we
don't impart much
from Morwary, which
o an EL member
shate Part of the
reason i that there's
50 miuch additional
paperwork, it 5n
ahvays worthit O
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